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WY HOUGH, from my rank in life, being a tradefman’s daugh- 
ter, left an orphan at fix years old, I had little title to know 
any thing about fenfibility or feeling; yet having been very kindly 
taken into a family, where there were feveral young Ladies who 
were great readers, I had opportunities of hearing a good deal about 
thefe things. By the fame young Ladies I was made acquainted 
with your paper, and it was a favourite employment of mine to 
read the Lounger to them every Saturday morning. In one of 
the Numbers publifhed fome time ago, we met with Mrs Alice 
Heartly’s account of an old Lady with whom fhe lives; and from 
the experience of our own feelings, could not help pitying the con- 
nection with one fo deftitute of all tender fentiment as my Lady 
Bidmore. 1 had foon after occafion to congratulate myfelf on a 
very different fort of eftablifhment, having been recommended by 
my young patronefles to a Lady, who ufed frequently to vifit at 
their houfe, whom we all knew (indeed it was her pride, the ufed 
to fay, to acknowledge her weaknefs on that fide) to be a perfect 
pattern, or,.according to her own phrafe, a perfect martyr of the 
moft acute and delicate fenfibility. At our houfe I faw her once 
in the greateft diftrefs imaginable, from the accidental drowning 
of a fly in the cream-pot; and got great credit with her myfelf, for 
my tendernefs about a goldfinch belonging to one of our young 
Ladies, which I had taught to perch upon my fhoulder, and pick 
little crumbs out of my mouth, I fhall never forget Mrs Sen/itive’s 
crying out, “Oh! how I envy her the {weet little creature’s kifles !” 
It made me blufh to hear her {peak fo; for I had never thought of 
kiffes in the matter. 

This little circumftance, however, procured me her favour fo 
much, that, on being told of my fituation, fhe begged I might, as 
fhe was kind enough to exprefs it, be placed under her protection. 
As I had heard fo much of her tender-heartednefs and her feeling ; 
as fhe was very rich, having been left a widow, with the difpofal of 
her hufband’s whole fortune; as fhe had no body but herfelf in fa- 
mily, fo that it promifed to be an eafy place; all thefe ‘things made 
me very happy to accept of her offer; and I agreed to go home to 


her houfe immediately, her laft attendant having left her fomewhat 
4 Y fuddenly. 
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fuddenly. I heard indeed, the very morning after I went thither, 
that her fervants did not ufe to ftay long with her; which gave me 
fome little uneafinefs; but fhe took occafion to inform me, that it 
was entirely owing to their cruelty and want of feeling, having 
turned them all off for fome neglect or ill ufage of her little family, 
as fhe called it. This little family, of which I had not heard be- 
fore, confifts of a number of birds and beafts, which it is the great 
pleafure of Mrs Senfitive’s life to keep and to fondle, and on which 
fhe is conftantly exercifing her fenfibilities, as fhe fays. My chief 
employment is to affliit her in the care of them, 

The waiting on this family of Mrs Senfitive’s is not fo eafy a 
tafk as I at firft had flattered myfelf it would have been. We have 
three lap-dogs, four cats, fome of the ladies of which are almoft al- 
ways lying in, a monkey, a flying fquirrel, two parrots, a parro- 
quet, a Virginia nightingale, a jack-daw, an owl, befides half a 
hundred fmaller birds, bulfinches, canaries, linnets, and white {par- 
rows. We have a dormoufe in a box, a fet of Guinea pigs in the 
garret, and a tame ottar in the cellar; befides out-penfioners of pi- 
geons and crows at our windows, and mice that come from a hole 
in the parlour wainfcotting, to vifit us at breakfaft and dinner time, 
All thefe I am obliged to tend and watch with the utmoft care and 
afliduity ; not only to take care that their food and their drink be in 
plenty, and good order; not only to wafh the lap-dogs, and to comb 
the cats, to play on the bird-organ for the inftruction of the cana- 
ries and gold finches, and to {peak to the parrots and jack-daw for 
theirs; but | muft accommodate myfelf, as my miftrefs fays, to the 
feelings of the {weet creatures; I muft contribute to their amufe- 
ment, and keep them in good fpirits; I muft feratch the heads of 
the parrots; | muft laugh to the monkey, and play at cork-balls 
with the kittens. Mrs Senfitive fays, fhe can underftand their looks 
and their language from /ympathy; and that fhe is fure it muft de- 
light every fufceptible mind to have thus an opportunity for ex- 
tending the {phere of its fenfibilities. 

She fometimes takes an opportunity of extending fomething elfe 
with poor me. You can hardly fuppofe what a paffion fhe gets into, 
if any thing about this family of hers is neglected; and when {fhe 
chufes to be angry, and fpeak her mind to me a little loud or fo, 
her favourites, | fuppofe from fympathy too, join in the remon- 
ftrance, and make fuch a concert!—What between the lap-dogs, 
the parrots, the jack- daw, and the monkey, there is fuch a barking, 
fgualling, cawing, and chattering !—Mrs Senfitive’s ears are not fo 
eafily hurt as her feelings. 

But the misfortune is, Mr Lounger, that her feelings are only 
made for brute creatures, and don’t extend to us poor Chriftians 
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of the family. She has no pity on us, no fympathy in the world 
for our diftrefles. She keeps a chambermaid and a boy befides my- 
felf; and | affure you it does not fare near fo well with us as it does 
with the lap-dogs and the monkey, Nay, I have heard an old milk- 
woman fay, who has been Jong about the family, that Mr Senfi- 
tive himtelt was not treated altogether fo kindly as fome of his La- 
dy’s tour-footed favourites. He was, it feems, a good-natured man, 
and not much given to complain. The old woman fays, fhe never 
heard of his finding fault with any thing, but once that Mrs Sen- 
fitive infifted on taking into bed a Bologna greyhound, becaufe fhe 
faid it could not fleep a-nights, from the coldnefs of the climate 
in this country. Yet fhe often talks of her dear dear Mr Senfitive, 
and weeps when fhe talks of him; and fhe has got a fine tomb- 
{tone raifed over his grave, with an epitaph full of difconfolates, 
and inconfolables, and what not. To fay truth, that is one way 
even for a human creature to get into her good graces ; for I never 
heard her mention any of her dead friends without a great deal of 
kindnefs and tender regrets; but we are none of us willing to pur- 
chafe her favour at that rate. 

As for the living, they have the misfortune never to be to her 
liking. Ordinary objects of charity, we are ordered never to fuffer 
-to come near her; fhe fays fhe cannot bear to hear their lamentable 
ftories, for that they tear her poor feelings in pieces. Befides, fhe 
has difcovered, that moft of them really deferve no compaflion, and 
many fenfible worthy people of her acquaintance have cautioned her 
again{ft giving way to her fenfibility in that way ; becaufe, in fuch 
cafes, the compaffion of individuals is hurtful to fociety. There are 
feveral poor relations of her hufband’s, who, if it had not been for 
a fettlement he made in her favour, a fhort while before his death, 
‘would have had, I am told, by law, the greateft part of his fortune, 
to whom the never gave a fhilling in her life. One little boy, her 
hufband’s godfon, the confented to take into the houfe; but fhe 
turned him out of doors in lefS than a week, becaufe of a blow he 
gave to Fidele, who was ftealing his bread and butter. 

Some of the other members of the family are almoft tempted to 
fteal. bread and butter too. Mrs Senfitive is an ceconomitt, though 
fhe {pends a great deal of money on thefe nafty dogs and monkeys, 
and contrives to pinch it off us, both back and belly, as the faying 
is: The chambermaid has given her warning already on this {core ; 
and the boy fays, he will only ftay till he is a little bigger. As for 
me, fhe is pleafed to fay, that | am of an order of beings ‘fuperior 
to the others; and fhe fometimes condefcends to reafon with me. 
She would perfuade me, Sir, that it is a fin to eat the fleth of any 
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bird or bealt, and talks much of a fet of philofophers who went 
naked, I think, who believed that people were turned into beatfts 
and birds; and that therefore we might chance to eat our father or 
mother in the fhape of a goofe or a turky. And fhe fays, how de- 
lighted fhe would be in the fociety of thofe naked philofophers, and 
how much their doétrines agree with her fine feelings; and then fhe 
coaxes me, and fays, that I have fine feelings too: but indeed 7 
have no fuch feelings belonging to me; and I know her greens 
and water don’t agree with my feclings at all, but quite to the 
contrary, that there is fuch a grumbling about me. And as 
for people being changed into birds and beafts, I think it is 
Heathenifh, and downright again the Bible; and yet it is 
diverting enough fometimes to hear her fancies about it: and I 
can’t help having my fancies too, as t’other morning, when the 
great horned owl fat at table by her, on the chair which fhe has 
often told me her dear dear Mr Senfitive ufed to occupy, and the 
poor creature looked fo grave, and fat as filent as mum-chance.—But 
then fhe was fo kind to the owl! I don’t know what her fquirrel 
was changed from, but it is always getting into fome odd corner or 
other, “Twas but yefterday I got a fad fcold for offering to fqueeze 
ic when it had crept Lord knows how far up my petticoats: and 
my miftrefs was in fuch a flurry, for fear I fhould have hurt it, 





She lets it {kip all about her without ever ftarting or wincing, for 
all her feelings are fo fine. But thefe fine feelings are not like the 
feelings of any other body; and I wifh to get into the fervice of 
fome perfon who has them of a coarfer kind, that would be a little 
more ufeful. If Mrs Heartly therefore continues in her refolution 
of quitting Lady Bidmore’s on account of that old Lady’s want of 
feeling, 1 would be very much obliged to you to recommend me to 
the place. I think I can bear a pretty good hand at a rubber and 
hard brufh; and as for keeping the furniture clean, it will be per- 
fect paftime only, in comparifon of my mornings cleaning out 
Mrs Senfitive’s living collection, I hope Lady Bidmore, from her 
education, has never heard any thing of the naked‘ philofophers; 
and if any other fet have taught her, that people are changed into 
Commodes, Chefts of Drawers, or Bed-fteads, it fignifies very little, 
as we fhall take exceeding good care of them, and the belief will 
have no effect on our dinners or fuppers. Tam, &c. 
BARBARA HEARTLESS, 





EDINBURG H: 


Publifhed by WILLIAM CREECH; by whom Communications 
from Correfpondents are received, 


Next Saturday will be publifhed N° XCL 










































